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High Church. M old Friend] you'r welcome from the 


Court of Hanover 


Neighbours, and Friends, as formerly. 


H It ſhall be ne fault of mine, if we are not ſo. But, 


upon what Errand cou'd you go to Viſit that Court? Had 
you the Queen's Licenſe? 1 

L Whether I had leave or not, I was minded to gratiſie 
my Curioſity ; and becaufe Pm thought unworthy of any 
Place of Honour or Profit at Home, was willing to lecure an 
Intereſt for my ſelf, in the next Reign, + 

5 aj A3 H. A 
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Low Church Sir, Pm glad to find you alive and well; and 
being happily mer again, I hope we ſhall be the ſame good | 


* 


Dialogue concerning Elections. 
S £7. A forward Gentleman indeed ! to over look the Duty 
you owe to your preſent Sovereign, and to offer Serviee to a 
Foreign Princeſs, (tho a lawful Proteſtant Succeſſor) before 
the Throne is vacant: The incomparable Queen of England 
| will hardly thank ſuch a Subject, or repoſe a Truſt in any 
Man fo given, ſo much inclin'd to Changes of Governors and 
Government. God Almighty grant the Queen a long Life, 
with the coatinuance of a Religious and Couragious Heart! 
that you, and-all others of your. mind, may megt the Diſzp- 
| pointments you deſerve : What then will become of your 
dear-bought Intereſt? *- .-, 

L. I may be miſtaken: However, I don't altogether pray 
as you do, nor repent the Pains, Hazards, and Expences of | 
Travel; I have ſeen a great part of the World am acquaint- 
ed with the Religion, Laws, Manners, Power, Wealth and ; 
Policies of many Countries. 

H. I ſuppoſe, after your ſtrifteſt-Enquiry and Obſervation, | 
| 
{ 
{ 


ou mult allow England to be the very beſt of all Nations. 

L. Truly that's my Opinion: and we ſhould bg-the hap- 
pieſt of all People tdo, coau'd we be content with What Bleſ- 
ſings we enjoy, and be moderate, true, and juſt to one ano- 
ther; the World could never hurt us, tho? they envy our 
Felicity. | 1 

H 8o far you and I agree; we ate plac d in a Land of Plen- 
ty, and with a moſt excellent Queen, we have as. admirable 
Conſtitutions, boch of Religious and Civil Government, as any 
in the World; we have all can reaſonably be deſired, rr. 
Loyalty, Peace, Love and Unity: And don't you think it a ſad 
Caſe, that for want of theſe we will endanger the Publick 
Welfare, and be the contrivers of our own Misfortunes s 
I. is really fo ; and. I think it- the more melaticholy Re- | 
fle&ion, becauſe our Differences and Conteſts do ariſe. from 
the Prejudices of Education. and are chiefly managed about 
ſome circumſtantial Matters of Religion. I have viſited di- 
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A Dialogue concerning Election? 3 
vers Courts and States much varying from each other, and 
__ themſelves; and 'tis no wonder, if by this variety I 

e 


have learnt to be indifferent, as to the Modes and Externals 
of Religious Worſhip; but am ſtill as zealous in Worldly 
Things, as you ever knew me, or any Man elſe. 

H. I wiſh you dowt make a God of this World; and 
place your Intereſt in that which is not ſo, or not of the high- 
eſt Importance to you. 

L. Tho' I am not fo High a Charehman as you are, yet 
was Baptiz'd in the ſame Church; I learnt, and ſoon forgot, 
the Church · Catechiſm; I come ſome times to hear Sermons, 


but ſeldom am at the beginning of Prayers, and never at te 


Sacrament of the Lords Supper, unleſs upon Occaſion : I con- 
ſider how the Nation is divided into Parties of different Prin- 
ciples and Deſigns ; I Trade and Deal with Diſſenters, and 
Men of all forts; I think it beſt to carry my ſelf wiſely, as 
they ſcem to direct; that I might ſhare in their good For- 
tune, and not be in danger of loſing what Eſtate I have, in 
caſe the Church ſhould go down. "I 1 
H. This is the ſabtilty of the Serpent drawn to the Life; and 
if I cannot perſwade you to be a better Charchman than this 
confeſſion amounts to, you induſtriouſly renounce your Bap- 
tiſm, Apoſtatize from Chriſtiantty, and, for ought I ſee, do 
prefer a Temporal Gain, betore a good Conſcience, and the Fa- 
vour of God; which laſt are only to be obtained by our Since- 
rity in Religion. 83 
L. May I beg of you to wave this Diſcourſe at preſent : 
I know you are able to adviſe me well, and I have no cauſe to 
queſtion your Integrity, but I would firſt talk with you about 
other matters; for I am goiog upon Buſineſs which requires 
Expedition. . | 
H. What Buſineſs is that, which, in your opinion, ought 
o-ſupercede the Knowledge and Practice of true Religion? 


B L. Tis 
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4 - A Dialogue conrerning Elections 

L. 'Tis our indefktigable Endeavour to ſecure a Majority 
of Voices at the next Election; that we: may get a Ruling 
Number of new-tound rare Commonwealth Members, for our 
Repreſentatives in Parliament. t pg ; 

H. A moſt dangerous Attempt, no leſs than threatmng the 

Subverſion of the. Ef abliſh'd Government. If that's your Puſi- 
neſs, it ſhoawd be duly conſider'd, and carefully avoided by 
every honeſt Man: But pray, why ſo forward, the Writs arz 
not yet Iſſued out for the new Elections? 
I. What a Queſtion is that to one of us? May not 
we improve Time to all Advantages? Our reſtleſs Party 
ſtick at no Pains, Means, or Expences ; if we think fit to 
Feaſt, Bribe, Flatter, or Menace, who can hinder us? We 
have diſpatcht our Circalar Letters above three Months ago, 
and by one Agent or other, have perſonally Viſited every in- 
dividual Preeholder and Freeman concern'd in this Affair; 
while the Gentlemen in the Houſe of Commons perhaps do 
little imagine there ſhould. be ſuch powerful Endeavours usd 
to ſupplant them. What ſay you to this? | 

H. Say to't ! I fay tis no fmall degree of Ingratitude to 
thoſe Honorable Patriots, who with conſtant Attendance, and 
great Charges, have faithfully ſerv'd the Publick. — 
— Tis an unfair, indirect ungentleman like Proceed- 
ing, to ſupplant or undermine any body; tis. like the pro- 
nouncing a final peremptory Conclamatum before the Man's 
dead; like the ſeizing upon a Succeſſion or Reverſion net 
void. The Queen and Nation have no cauſe to commend this 
mighty Diligence; and this I farther ſay-; if it be the Temper 
of a Low Churchman to be tricking, deceitful, ro work inviſibly; 
to carty a ſmooth outſide, but to have miſchief in his Heart; 
then defend me from ſuch a Churchman / Pm ſure a profeſſed 
Diſſenter, (who is true to his Principles, and always what he 
ſeems to be) makes an honeſter Man, is more to be reſpect- 
ed, than the Man who pretends Love to the Church, but has 
none. | L. Well, 
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and lay afide your own. 


Dialogue voncerning Elections; 5 
L. Well, well, you High Ther {peak and judge Il] of us, 
bur the Dijſenters {till praiſe us for the beſt Churches. © -- 
H. 80 you are for Their purpoſe, as. fitteft: to ſerve: their 
Turn- as. you'l not be ſtrictly bond to the Rules of any 
Religton, you may eaſily be rer to ny theirs, 
L. With ubmiſſion, Sir, you grant, chat the Office of a 
Parliament-man is not perpetual, nor ſo much as ſettled on 
him during Life; the Trienal At has ſufficiently determined 
thet Caſe: And can it be for the Reputation of any County 
in England, to ſuppoſe there are not many other Gentlemen of 
equal Merits. to thoſe who did poſſeſs. that Office 2 It ſo, 
where lies the fault of our new Canna] in offering their 
Service in their ſeveral Counties??? | 
H. Tis freely granted that this Office is not Hereditary, ; 
nor entailed upon particular Perſons and Families; and no | 
Man is regularly Qualified, without a new and free Choice: 
But for any Gentleman to croud himfelf into a: Chair before 
ris fairly quit ted, or without asking leave of the poſſeſſor, is 
at leaſt a piece of Incivility; thotheſe Candidates were Men 
of good Principles and Abillties, yer to ſet up ſor this Honour ſo | 
long before the Royal Notice of a Diſſolution, er before a General 
Publick Meeting, or. of the Majority of Gentlemen in the 
County, or till he is nominated and approved by them, as a fit 
Perſon to be ſo entruſted; tis till then a Breach of that Tem- 
per and Moderation ſo much boaſted of in your Party: 'Tis. | 
an acting contrary to the Character and Practice of a Gentle. 
man; 'tis like the raiſing of a Civil War amongſt us at every 
Eledlion; at leaſt, a putting the bad Humors of the Nation 
into ſuch a Ferment, as may endanger the Health of our Con- 
ſtitution, and give great Hopes to the French, Scots, and Er, 
lib Fanaticks, to get Advamages by our Diviſions. 
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6 A Dialogue concerning Elections 
I. I muſt ingeniouſly confeſs, that I don't approve of theſe 
private Cabals and Combinations, or that a few prejudicd. 
miſguided Men, ſhould caſt ſo gteat a Diſreſpect upon the 
High-Sheriff, Deputy-Lieutenants, Juſtices of the Peace, and 
a great number of other worthy Gentlemen, as not to conſult 
them, tho equally concern d, in this weighty Affair: And, if 
it be ſafe far me to ſpeak Truth, I canſay, we have ſome fu- 
rious Men on our fide, who are the more fond of theſe Heats 
and Conteſts, becauſe they ſomwhat remind them of thoſe 
Bleſſed Times when we were all in the greateſt Confuſion: Vet 
methinks, the then ſuffering Families ( who have now any 
thing to loſe) ſhow'd dread the like Calamities, which our own 
Diviſions once brought upon this Kingdom. RO 2 

H. Tm pleas'd that you dare ſpeak Truth; {tis a rarity 
in this Age, eſpecially amomgſt your yew Acquaintance ;) ma 
you ever approve and adhere to Truth: If you do fo, we ſhall 
ſoon be of one and the ſame Opinion. We'll go on and conſider 
what wou'd be the inevitable Conſequences of changing our 
| Monarchy into a Repablick or Commonwealth, and our Epiſcopel 

Government into that vf Faetytem, or any other Seft ? , 

I. We'll conſider them with all my heart. 3 * 

H. The Conſequences then would undoubtedly be the ſame 
as in the late Times of Ulurpation, viz. the Ruling without 
King, Queen, or Houſe of Lords, Spiritual ot Temporal; the 
impoveriſhing and enſlaving the richeſt: Gentlemen in the 
whole: Kingdom; the robbing all People of Religion, Liber- 
ty, and Laws; a Voting down Churches and Colleges as uſe- 
| eſs or inconvenient.; that theſe conſcientious Banaticks might 
yoiſeſs the Revenues of both. a | 
I. God forbid we ſhould be acceſſary to ſuch wickedneſs! 
ve hope he will give us more grace, than to conſent to our 
wn, or our Neighbours ruin. 498 03 | | 
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Dialogue concerning Elections! 7 
H. I remember an Obſervation made upon the Current 
Coin at that time, GOD WITH US, on one ſide; THE 
COMMON WEALTH OF ENGL AND, on tother ; which 
occaſioned this witty and true Remark, That God and the 
Commonwealth were not both of a ſide. Accordingly it happen'd, 
for no ſooner was the Government of Xing and Biſhop ſubveri- 
ed, but preſently there were as many Religions as Men, mon- 
ſtrous Swarms of Errors and Hereſies broke in upon, and an 
Inundation of VVickedneſs overſpread the Land; to the pro- 
digious Diſhonour of God, and the Deſtruction of Publick 
VVelfare, beyond the Example of former Ages. And we 
may moſt Rationally infer, that the ſame Cauſes, ſet on foot 
by the ſame Principles, muſt Eternally produce the ſame Ef- 
ects, F TVU40 3 | | 10 * 
G L. Tho cannot deny, that what has been, may be, yet our 
Modern Diſſenters (if we may believe em) are not-fo very 
ill- natur'd as their Predeceſſors x they are not for Dethroning | 
the Queen, ot totally Subverting the Government, but think | 
it adviſable ro Balance the Power, that there might not be 
too muci1 of it in one Scale, to make Church and Conventicle 
to temper each other: And their zealous Oppoſition, which 
ſeems to diſturb, is deliggd to promote and advance the Publick 
Peace and Security. kit "DI 1 
H. They have a Talent, by good words and fair Speeches, 
to deceive the Hearts of the Simple; look into all well Con- 
ſtituted Governments, and you'l find the Power devolv'd on 
one ſort of Men, elſe, where different Parties are always con- 
tending for Supericrity, they muſt inevitably. cauſe great Con | 
dvulſions in the Government ; which cannot conſiſt with the 
Peace and Security of it. VVhat can the Diſſenters wiſh for 
(except the Government it ſelt) which is not granted to them, 
and ſetled by Law > ls it a Religious Liberty of Conſcience 2 
They have it without moleftation ? Is it a Priviledge of Pas- 
„ 5 C chafing 


—— < 


6 — 
* 


8 4 Dialogue conterning Elections. 

chafing Eftates ; of free Trading and Dealing equal to any other 
Subjects? They enjoy them to the full. And if they*l not 
content themſelves, to ſerve God in their own way, to have ad- 
vantages of growing Rich, while they are excuted from the 
Troubles and Expences of attending upon Publick Offices, 
Civil or Military. They muſt have ſome other Defigz, which 
we can eaſily gueſs at, tho they endeavour to conceal it. But 
if in charity we ſuppoſe the beft, that they have no ill mean- 
ing in all their violent Oppoſirions, yet one- ſucceſs' would 
raiſe their Hopes of a ſecond ; new Temptations will inſen- 
fibly. grow upon them, and ſuch Accidents may occur, which 
in the progreſs may carry the Ambitious infinitely beyond the 
Line of their firſt Intention, and ingage them in ſuch Courſes 
out of which, when they come to diſcern their Error, it may 
be too late for them to recover. 

L. Tis a thing heartily to be wiſh'd for, that the Diſſen- 
ters wou'd reſt ſatisfied with the Favours allow'd them; and 
that the Gentlemen who now” ſet up againſt rhe! Chiret,y 
would conſider. the Dangers to which they expoſe themſelv es 
and the whole Nation. The grand Rebellion was carryed 
on under a ſpecious Pretence of Redreſfing Grievances, and 
for preventing Miſchiefs; and yet tlie very Cure prov'd worſe 
than the Diſeaſe. The Animoſities and Diſputes. of thoſe 
Times ended in Blood, Poverty, and Deſolation.  _ 

H. Yes; and tis alſo matter of Fact, That thoſe Gentle- 
men who Excluded and Baniſht the King and Biſhops, were 
glad to invite them back again. OP it + 11] 
I. I muſt not blame you for taking care of the Queens pre- 
ſervation, and the Safety of the Church of Ezgland: Bur, 
pray, why ſo much concern for the Biſhops ? The Diſſenters 
declare, They have more cordial Friends amongſt the Biſhops, 
than they had reaſon to expect: And therefore thoſe Friends 
mult be ſafe, in no danger, whatever becomes of the reft. 


H. That 
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H. That Man moſt needs the care of others, who has 
none for himfelf: And if the Bybops ſhould once mare 
be at the Diſſenters Mercy, all wou'd ſpeed alike, as their 
Predeceſſors did. We don't read of one Biſhop in the 
Uſurper's Favour, only the good Biſhop of London had 
the permiſſion to pray with the King at his Death, and 
to be a mournful Spectator of that diſmal Tragedy. 

L. So far I mult own you in the right; nevertheleſs 
we low moderate Churchmen, (as the Diſſenters call us) are 
willing to pleaſe them for our own good: I could alſo 


wiſh, That you high Churchmen were like us; tho theſe O- 


Rassel make not one ſtep towards a happy Union, it 
may he no Imprudence for you to gratifie and oblige them 
by all civil and lawful Condeſcenſions and Compliances. 
JJ. If by theſe Terms you mean an Allowance to pleaſe 
themſelves, in the choice of Religion; the laying out our 
Money with them, or treating them with as modeſt 
obliging Language and Converſe, as if they were Mem- 
bers of our own Church, then the Diſſenters have no 
cauſe to complain, for want of evident Condeſcenſions 


on our part: But if you would have us, for the ſake of 


their wild and inconſiſtent Opinions and Practiſes, to part 
from our moſt Holy, Uniform, and Apoftolical Religion, and 
ſo be more careful to pleaſe Man, than God: Then by ſuch 
compliance they might have good reafon to condemn us 
as the worlt of Men. But Friend of mine! Here are two 
Diſtini#;vns that require a due Application of Mind, to 
get a right Underſtanding of Men, and of our own Du- 
ty in this Matter: We have ſome that Diſſent from us 
mercly out of a Principle of Confcience, who live a quiet 
and peaceable Life; give no diſturbance to the Publick: 
Thele Men we pity, and think the Toleration 1 — 
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ftow'd on them; in hopes that in a little time they may 
ſee their Errors, and return to the Communion of our 
Church. There's another, and worſe fort, which are fit- 
ly call'd State, or Politick Diſſenters, Men of ſome Wit, 
but very little Religion or Conſcience, who ſet up for 
Popularity, do inſinuate into the Affections of unthink- 
ing People; not for any kindneſs to them, but only to 
be Great and Powerful, in leading and governing a 
prevailing Party. Theſe laſt fort of Diſſenters deſerve 
no Favour or Compliance; and theſe generally are they 
who vigorouſly oppoſe the honeſt C hurchmen at every 
Blection. None of the Church of England, nor the beſt 
ſort of Diſſenters, can endure the Thoughts of any Pa- 
piſts ſiting in the Houſe of Commons; becauſe ſuch a 
Man having mixt and darkned Chriſtianity with the 
Clouds of Error and Superſtit ion, is a known Enemy to 
our Reform d Church: But theſe Politick Diſſenters, if 
ſtrictly examind, are at a greater diſtance from the 
Chriſtian Religion ; profeſs'd Oo Hobbiſts, or Socinians; 
their pernicious Books, and unſanctify'd Learning, have 
made them Mad. And what muſt thoite People be, who 
place their Truſt in ſuch ill hands? 

L. Truly J have heard ſome of theſe Men talk ex- 
travagantly ; I doubt they are not ſound at bottom; 


yet they pretend to be of the Church. 


H Yes, they may pretend fo; and to make good 
that Pretenſion, they have diſtinguiſh'd us into Hgh 
and Low Churchmes; becauſe the loweſt degree of Re- 
ligion, will beſt correſpond with their - Morals and Prin- 


_ ciples, | 
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L. I beg of you, to ſet this Diſtinction in its due light, f 
I find, it has been made uſe of to bad purpoles ; 

H. You take it Right: It was deſigned to abuſe the Chur 
of England; twas a device to unhinge us ſrom our Duty, 
divide us from each other, and to open a wide Gap, for Se 
tion and Innovation to come in at: And therefore, 'tis nece 
ſary, for us, either quite toexplode, this ill deſign'd Diſtinctio 
or elſe, that it be better conſiderd and known. A Low Church 
man, is 12 Falſe-hearted, popular, timerous, Time, ſervin 1 
man; who at any Conjuncture, can be ſo kind and Complay 
ſant, ſo Civil and good Natur'd, to lay aſide his Religion, tv | 
violate his moſt Solema Oaths, his Duty and Conlcience hs } 
can be ready on all occaſions to gratify the diſſenting Part 
though he grievoully Sins in ſo doing; this is your Low-flyer,; 
your Moderate Man; A Low Church-man indeed! For,ſuch Wiſdony | 
is not from above; if we believe an Inſpir'd Apoſtle. St. 7am. 
3. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. vid. Methinks, every Low Church-ma (| 
would tremble at the reading and conſideration of that Scrip- 
ture : It plainly argues ſuch a Man, to have no Wiſdom but 
what is Earthly, Senſual, Deviliſh, Whereas the truly pious |} 
and faithful High Churchman, who derives his Religion from 
Above ; from Higher and Nobler Principles; He's pure and 
peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy and good | 
Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hypocriſy. | 

Z. Kind Sir! Tho” you ſenſibly touch my Heart, by clearly | 
ſhewing me my former Miſtakes 3 1 deſire you, for my farther 
Information, and for the Publick Benefit, to compleat theſe. | 
Characters of High and Low, ſtri& and moderate Church- men; 
in order to a more cloſe and particularDiſcourſe about Elections. 

H. You offer prudently , I ſhall comply with your Demands, 
becauſe they'r reaſonable. We have already ſaid enough, to 
convince any Body (not void of Underſtanding z) of the 
folly and wickedneſs of being 4 Low-Churchman; I may add, 
that ſuch a Man, has always, a very Low Eſteem of the Regular 
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rgy ; ſtands in an Indifferency or Neutrality, in Matters of 
ligion, but is very Zealous for the World; Loves Sermons 
hey don't lean too hard upon his particular Vices; but never 
ilues Common Prayers or Sacrament; will not be ſtrictly bound 
the Rules and Appointments of any Church; but wou'd be 
Liberty to prevaricate upen any worldly conſideration , can 
lay faſt or looſe, with Religion; and like a Deſerter betta 
xe Church and Kingdom, to ſerve himſelf. . 
Hence you may draw the Natural and Lively Picture of a 
ow Church-man ; the Church of Exgland hath often ſuffer'd 
| niſi and can receive no Good, from ſuch unſound Members, 
looſe deceitful Profeſſors , and I'm alſo as certain, that 
tis no more ſafe for the Diſſenters, than for the Church, to 
Vote for any Perſons, that fall under this Character: The Pref. 
dyterians, Independents, Quakers, ec. Cannot expect great 
Service, from ſuch Church-men, as here deſcrib'd ; becauſe, 
tis highly improbable, and next to an Impoſſibility, that a 
Man can be firmly true to another Party, kind and beneficial 
to other Religions, who is ſo ſcandalouſly unfaithful to his own. 
Li. In the next place, let's hear the Character of an High 
Church-man ; what encouragement, what Reaſons and Ar. 
| guments, you can now give the Nation, to repoſe a ſurer Truſt 
and Confidence in Men, who deſerve that Character? 
| H. An High or True Church of England Man is one, who 
| devoutly Worſhips God, who alfo derives his Religion from 
the Higheſt Wiſdom : Sincerely owns the Authority of the 
Holy Scripture 3 upon which the Faith, Doctrine and Litur 
of that Church is intirely Built; One that lives up to t 
ſtricteſt Rules of it; that loves the Conſtitution, and conſtant 
Communion of the ſame 3 One, who does 1n all things, times, 
caſes, and circumſtances, eſpouſe her Intereft , gives her all 
the Demonſtrations of Kindneſs and Fidelity ; One, who being 
a true Chriſtian, cannot diſſemble with God, or the World ; and 


yet, is of that meek, humble, ſober, patient and charitabſe temper, 
as 


L 
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as to commiſerate and pray for his Enemies of all ſorts; is 
for raking Advantages of all Offenders, nor, for inſiſting uf 
the utmoſt Rigour and Severity towards them; is one, wl | 
demeans himſelt ſo equitably and fairly, in the Admmiſtratic | 
of Juſtice, in differences and conteſts, and in his dealings wi 
all Men, through the whole courſe of his Lite, as to promo 


the Welfire of Mankind, and as much as is poſſible for an Hd | 
neſt Man, to preſerve Concord and Amity, one with anothei 


This is Moderation, ſo highly applauded, ſuch a Benign Te 


per, ſuch a lovely Chriſtian Spirit, and Principle, which, zh } 
High church man above all others doth commend and _ 


at this Day; Eſteems it his Glory to keep the Medium, 
tween the Two Extreams of Severity and Remiſsneſs; in fine, 


uſes ſuch great Moderation, as the Diileaters never did, or 
can ufe towards the Church, or towards one another: Hence, 


tis very concluding, that we ſhould Vote only for thole, whom| 
| 
| 


the Diſſenters call, High Chburch-men. 


T. I proſeſs, Neighbour ! I begin to be aſham'd, of my on | 


Character; and do much admire and value the Account, you 
have given of an High church. man. J 

H. My Advice is, that you firmly imprint theſe Notions in 
your Mind and Memory 3 for, though you now ſeem convinc't 
of your Miſtakes ; and do give your Aﬀent to the Truth, Rea- 


fon, and Authority of my Diſcourſe ; 'm afraid, when you 
get into worſe Company, (that of your own Party) you'll be 


apt to ſide with them, againſt the Church. © 


| 


T. I Confefs truly, that before this time, I never knew, or 


well confider'd what fide was ſafeſt and beſt , I was eaſily per- 
ſuaded to Vote, as my acquaintance lead me; without any due 
Regard to the Merits of the Cauſe, or the Worth of thoſe 
Gemlemen concern'd in it; but Favours or Frowns, Trade, 
Profit and Self- intereſt, have too much govera'd me in all 


Former Elections. But now I give you my Word, and ſo- 


lemnly Declare; that if you clearly anſwer ſome Objections, 
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ly rais d againſt your High Church. men; juſtiſy their pro- 
dings in this laſt ſeſſion ot Parliament; and that you prove 
h to correſpond, with your Character given of them; then, 
d on theſe conditions, it is, and ſhall be my firm Reſolution, 
ver more to give a Voice to, or with any State-diſſenter, or 
r any Man, that's reputed, owns, or calls himſelf a Low 
hurch- man, during the ret of my Lite, | 8. 
H. Let me hear your Objections; I make no doubt, but 
nany things have been miſrepreſented ; ill Stories deſignedly 
pread, to blemiſh the Reputation of our late Sitting Members; 
nd to make way for the Advancement of {ome Inv idious, 
— or Ambitious Perſons; I take that mans Repu- 
tation very little worth, which ſtands in need ef fo vile an 
Arti ſce, as to raiſe it, by the diſparagemeat of others. | 
I. Tis warmly objected; that your High Church wer, 
were over zealous in voting, and paſſing the Bill, to hinder 
Occaſional Conformity; which, (fay the Objectors) wou'd 
[iacapacitate many Uſeful Men, for Pwublick Services and places; 
and ſeems to ſhut the Church-doors, to keep out Diſſenters 
from joyning in Her Communion; and perhaps, it might ex- 
tend fo far, as the Repealing The Tolleration Act. 5 
| | H. To this complicated Objection, yet groundleſs, I thus 
anſwer, Firſt, I don't find how you can make it out, that the 
Publick has any need of ſuch Men, on whom you beſtow that 
Commendation ;: we have a ſufficient Number of honeſt 
Church-men, far better qualified to ſupply thoſe Places, than 
your uſeful Mea, who dare not venture their Lives in this ne- 
ceſſary War, to preſerve the Government; though they wou'd 
venture their Conſciences to get Eſtates. Read the Bill, and 
you'll ſee, that the Honourable Houſe of Commons needs no 
other Juſtification z not a Syllable in it to the prejudice or hin- 
drance of any conſcientious Diſſenter in England; It was chief- 
ly intended to keep the publick Adminiſtration in ſafe Hands; 
1. c. in ſuch, as ſhall give good Aſſurance of their being true 
| and 


! 


| 
| 


» 
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ſhut out any Man from Church-commuaion, nor doth it in- 


fringe, but expreſly corroborate the Liberty granted by the 4#- 
of Tolleration; and contains à laudable Charity, in preventing | 
the grand Deceit and Hypocriſy of Occaſional Conformiſts , | 
Conliderit as a wiſe Man ought 3 was it not the Duty of theſe | 


good Patriots of their Country, when they found a Defet 


in the Laws, for the Preſervation of Piety and Peace, to make | 


ſuch other Laws & Proviſions as might better ſecure the Church 


and Kingdom ? Tis no more than other Nations have done, 

and which every wiſe and underſtanding People ought to do: 
We more eſpectally, becauſe we live in an Age, wherein the 
moſt ſolemn and ſacred Engagements, the Teſts of Truth and | 


Sincerity, are not effectual ro keep Men honeſt, or to confine 


them within the Bounds of their Duty: But hardned Men take 


the Sacrament to a Lye, and (wear to be true to tha: Church 
and Government which they hope to deſtroy , this being a 
known Practice, ſo ſcandalous, ſo infamous, lo full of Deceit, 


Ungodlineſs and Irreligion; the Nation has no Caule to blame, 
but rather ſhould have the higheſt Eſteem and Honour for thoſe | 


excellent Lords and Commons that voted for this Bill, 


5 | 
faichful and true to the Government in Church and State; and 
to prevent the Miſchiefs that may happen, from thoſe Men 
who are ingaged in a contrary lutereſt: But this Bill does not 


Z. But why was it to be tackt to the Money-bi l? That makes 
another Objection; as if ſuch Tackers, would rather hazard the 


Peace and Welfare of the Kingdom, than be baffled or diſap- 
pointed in their Deſign , and tis not unlikely, but we may 


hear ſome People clamour in the Field, (as they are inftruged) | 


No Tackers! No Tackers ! 
H. If Churchmen wou'd take the Liberty to anſwer in op- 


probrious Reflections, they might juſtly reply, No Calves-head | 


clal- men! No Calves head Club men] Becauſe, theſe princi-J 


ally are the malicious Men, who deviſe and ſtudy how to 
ing our Beſt Senators, into Pu Theſe well un- 


derſtood 


% 


% 
. 
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derſtood the Exceptions againſt that Bill were (mall and trifling , 
They knew, it was even as neceſſary for ſecuring Peace 
at Home, as Aoney was, to carry on the War abroad; 
they knew, that no good Subject or wiſe Man, would refule 
his Conſent to the Money-bill, while a potent Enemy was 
ready to invade us; they knew, that the Houſe of Lords had 
| before approv'd this Occaſional bill, with ſome Amendments , 
ſo that notwiſtanding a few hot Debates between the Two 
' Houſes, about Circumſtances of Time and Modes of Proceeding, 
the Body and Subſtance of that Bill was adjudg'd good and 
proper. by a great Majority in both; Where then was the Fault 
; of Tacking Two Bills together, which appear to have an equal 
' Aſpe& upon the Publick Welfare? And as I ought to pay a 
| due Reſpe and Deference to my Superiors, I'm willing to be- 
lieve, that Want of Courage, not of Fidelity, was the Cauſe, 
that the u hole Houſe of Commons did not agree to be all Tac- 
kers at this time. | 

Ti. Ay, - Ay; But we are told, that theſe Tackers are for ſet- 
ting aſide the Hanover Proteſtant Succeſſion, and when they 
had Power, wou'd bring in the pretended Pr. of wales; and ſoon 
deprive us of all the Bleſſings we had by the late Revolution. 
Hi. This is like the old Trick, the groutidleſs Fanatical 
| Abuſe, often put upon the Church, when they have no Argu- 
ments to offer againſt the eftabliſh'd Conſtitutions of it; then 
| we are call'd Papiſts, Jacobites, or Men popiſhly affected; tho? 
the Authors of ſuch Reflections, muſt know, that the Church 
of Esgland is the beſt Reform'd Church in the World, and 
the ſureſt Defence and Guide to preſerve us from the Dangers 
of Popery, and the Innovations of Fanaticiſm, The Cale is the 
ſame, as to the abſurd Jealouſies & Suſpicions pretended,to abate 
the Reſpect due to theſe Churchmen. Have we not a Law to 
incapacitate any Popiſh Prince for poſſeſſing the Enzliſb Throne? 


And who made that Law ? Are not all Men in Place or Power 
bound to abjure the Prince of wales, (if there be any ſuch Per- 
ton)? And who do you think form'd that Abjuration Act? Is 
| | not 


— ee. 1 
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not the Succeſſion of the Crown ſettled upon the Princeſs of | 
Hanover and her Proteſtant Line? Who in the Houſe of Com- 
mons more hearty to fix this Succeſſion, than theſe honourable 
Perſons now ſtruck at? The pretended Prince of wales can never 
come to overturn theſe Laws, and this Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
without the Power of France, And who more ready than theſe 
Gentlemen to [ubdue that Power? by their ſeaſonable, willing, 
and plentiful Supplies to carry on a vigorous War againſt 
France ?; And in reaſon, nothing is ſo likely to blaſt our Hopes 
of Succeſs, as Separation from the Church, our own Diviſions, 
and Occaſional Conformity. I pray God, to abate the Pride, 
aflwage the Malice, and confound the Devices of our Enemies; 
we pray againſt their Faults, not their Perſons 3 we have Cha- 
rity for thole Men who have none for us, when we devoutly | 
lay as the Church directs 3 Forgive our Enemies, Perſecutors, | 
and Slanderers, and turn their Hearts. 1 
L. This 1 do own; that you have fairly anſwer'd our chief 
Objections. I ſhall propoſe Two or Three things more; if you 
ſatisfic me in them, the Diſpute's ended. % | 
H. Goon, VII terve you faithfully, as hitherto, | | 
. Why ſhou'd thele Members of the Houſe of Commons 
take ſo much upon them, as to meddle with Religion:? Are} 
there not Biſhops, and Convocation-men, able enough to diſt 
charge that Province # | 
H. Igrant it; if they were not obſtructed by Paſſion, pre. 
judice and Partialiiy, and provided that the whole Natior 
wou'd be guided by them: But all their Conferences and De: 
bates, their Canons and Orders agreed on, in theſe Eccleſi 
aſtical Synods, wou'd have but (mall Influence upon the Peo 
ple, unlelscſtabliſh*d by Act of Parliament. And, to be plaii| 
with you, there are too many Low Church-men among the Clergy 
Men of mean Spirits, and worldly Tempers, who are not i 
mindful to preſerve the Church, as to get and keep the bel 
Pre ferments; ſuch ſeeming Friends do far greater Miſchief 
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our Religion, than the profeſs'd Enemies of it. Beſides all 
this, you muſt know, that the Care of Religion is alſo the Du- 
ty cf Magiſtrates, and all in Authority; becauſe, Government 
withour Religion, wou'd turn into Craft, Injuſtice, Violence 
and Oppreſſion; and Religion diveſted of Human Laws to go- 
vern us in its outward Adminiſtration, wou'd in a little time 
grow wild and extravagant, be turn'd into Schiſm, Faction 
and Rebellion, Low and no Church. Now there's ſo ſtrict a 
Connexion and Affinity betwixt the Religion of the Church of 
England, and the preſent Government in the State, (according 
to the Sanctions and Conſtitutions of both) that they muſt ei- 
ther ſtand or fall, live or die together; and conſequently, he 
that is not a real Friend to both, may be juſtly ſuſpected to 
mean well to nei:her. Does not every good Man value Reli- 
gion, as a Matter of the greateſt Weight, and neareſt Concern 
to him ? And would the Diſſenters have an Irreligious Houſe 
of Commons:? Do you think, that meer raiſing of Men, Money, 
and other neceſſary Proviſions for War, will make our Armies 
Victorious, Without God's Bleſſing? (We dare not think fo) 
| and I am certain, that none but unfeigned Worſhippers can 
obtain it. It was therefore concluded neceſſary, to have Oc- 
caſional Hypocritica! Conformiſts, either reform'd or excluded; 
© leſt they ſhould bring a Curſe upon us, and not a Bleſſing. And 
for theſe Reaſons, theſe Honourable Religious Gentlemen, had 
a moſt prudent and ſea ſonable Care for the Church. 
. But, ſuppoſe I wiſh well to the Church and Kingdom, 
and in my Conſcience am ſatisfied, (as I now am) that ! ought 
to give my Vote only for thoſe Gentlemen, who have been 
faichful in their Truſt, and are undoubted Friends to the Pub- 
lick: Vet if I have a Father, a Patron, a Landlord, a Brother, 
|Kinſm2n, or Benefacior, who deſires, or perhaps comm nds 
ime to Vote for an ill Man, quite contrary to my judgment; 
tend tells me, I ſhall loſe his Favour if I don't Vote as he directs; 
Ii heartily beg your Opinion and Guidance in this difficult Caſe, 
þ H. Though 
| | 
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H. Though every Man is not capable to judge for himſelf, 
without the Aſſiſtance and Direction of othersz yet he ought 
to be very cautious, of being impos'd on, by any Man, tef he 
Act contrary toReaſon and a good Conſcience 5 and 'tis a hard 
thing to fram: fuch an anſwer in this caſe, as may fit every 
particular Mans Duty herein ; in general, I lay this down for 
a Rule, that the Perſon voted for ſo far as you can learn, be a 
hearty Friend, tothe Eſtabliſh'd Government in Church aud 
State, and if your Father, Patron, Landlord, Cc. ſhall Com- 
mand or importune your Voice for any Gentleman not ſo 
qualified, you are to conſider; *Tis your Duty to prefer the 
publick good, before any private conſideration whatſoever ; 
that you ſhou'd do nothing (in this caſe) for any perſonal Rela- 
tion or Favour , for, the publick Welfare is of greater Value, 
and requires a ſtricter Regard than your own private Honour 
or Gain; and you ought therefore to employ your Pains and 
Intereſt, for ſuch as you verily believe will do moſt good to the 
Publick, for, otherwiſe ; If ſuch an high Office hou'd be be- 
ſtowed, by your means, and without good Confideration as 
to the Merits of the Perſon Voted for, (only to ſhew your Duty 
or Reſpect to a private Perſon ;) this is a ſelling the Public 
to pay one's own private Debts and Obligations. Every Man 
('tis acknowledg'd) owes a Duty to his Farber, Patron, &c. 
Yet all theſe can lay no more upon us than only private Obli- 
ationsz but we owe a greater Duty to the Publick ; which 
ou'd therefore be paid in the firſt Place; And noParent, pa- 
tron, Landlord, Brother or Friend, hath any juſt cauſe to be 
offended ( if — my Duty to them in all things proper to it,) 
I yet prefer the Duty Towe to God's Church and to the com- 


mon-welfare of the State, before and above any ſecret Inter- 
ceſſions, or Commands, from my private Benefator, 
L. But what if I have already given my Word, my promiſe 


to Vote for New Members, who want the Qualifications you | 
a Adviſe | 
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Adviſe to; what muſt Ido now?- If I don't Vote for them I 
break my Promiſe , if Ido, I'm in Danger to wrong the 
Publick, as well as my own Conſcience, 

H. I acknowledge, that in all Contracts, Covenants and 
Dealings, Men ought to have a great Regard to their Words 
and Promiſes both in giving and performing them; for, if 
the thing be lawful and fir to be done, though to a Mans 
private Dammage Hindrance or Inconvenience, yet he is bound 
to make good his Word; becauſe he has a natural Right to 


give or diſpoſe of what was intirely his own ; but, if the thing 


promis'd be in it ſelf unlawful, that is againſt the ſtanding 
Rules of Juſtice or Charity; and eſpecially wherein the publick 
Peace and Safety isendanger'd ; In every ſuch caſe, the Word 
or promiſe ſo given, is 1pſe Fact void of it (elf, loſeth all its 
Obligation, farther than only to Repent of it. Suppoſe, for 
Inſtance a Man ſhou'd happen into ſuch Company, ho under 
pretence of Religion, contrives Rebellion; he's taken with 
their fair Speeches; and at laſt, is drawn to favour, Counte- 
nance and Aſſiſt theſe Men, in their unjuſt and pernicious de- 
ſigas; he knows them ro be Men of Paſſion, Ambition, Pre- 
judice, or Revenge; yet he inconſiderately gives his Word, to 
place a Power in ſuch Hands, as may put the Church and 
Kingdom in Confuſion z and Peradventure, act over again 
all that Diſloyalty, Sacriledge, Violence, and Injuſtice, pra- 
ctiſed from the beginning to the End of our late miſerable 
Common-wealth-uſurpation z nay, though he ſhou'd Subſcribe 
his Name, and ratify ſuch a promiſe by a Solemn Oath or 
Affirmation; (as the Fews did in carrying on their deſign 
againſt an High Church Apoſtle) in this, or any like caſe, every 
Gentleman, Freeholder, or Freeman (who has been decoy.d by 
Evil Company, to make a raff Promiſe tending to ſuch dan- 
gerous Conſequence) may as freely and honeſtly Vote for his 


it Old Friends lovers of the Church, as if that new Promile had 
never been made. | 


L. If 
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L. If this Notion bes right as it appears to me; and all the 
LowChurch-men in England had the lame Inſtructions you have 
here offer d; Our New Candidates wou'd gain no Ground, no 
Advantages, no Votes; and if an unlawful Promiſe doth not 
bind; they have courted, written, brib'd and treated for no- 
thing, but vain Word-. | 

I have but one {lender Objection to add, (which I pickt up 
among the meaner fort of People; and tis made uſe of, to 
create a diſreſpect towards many Worthy Gentlemen; what? 
(ſay the Party) will you Vote for or with them, who have de- 
barr'd their Poor Neighbours from the Liberty of Hunting, 
Fiſhing, Fowling ; ana taken away their Guns, Dogs, and 
Nets? &c. 

H. This is, (as you ſay) a ſlender Objection; and anſwer's 
it ſelf; and therefore requires no great skill to remove it. All 
Men are not equal, nor ever will be; the known Laws of the 
Realm (by which we ought all to be Govern'd) have inveſted 
the Nobility and Gentry,with divers Priviledges and Liberties, 
which Men of meiner Condition are not allow'd but ſtrictly 
forbidden ; and u leſs theſe times of Liberty were intended to 
ſet all People level, and to take off all Diſtinctions among Men, 
I can ſee no Face of reaſon for this Complaint. We have 
known (ome Freeholders, by forſaking the Rules of good-huſ- 
bandry, ſetting up for Gentlemen in their Sports and Expences ;. 
have ſunk in their Eſtates, and come to Want; the labouring 
Man's time is pretious : the poor's Rates increaſe in every Pariſh, | 
Idleneſs is a fore Diſeaſe, and brings many Incoaveniences to 
the Publick, as well as to Private Families; and, are not thoſe | 
Gentlemen much to be commended, who like Honeſt and Able 
Phyſicians, preſcribes ſome ſevere Rules, which Perhaps may 
ſeem hard or ungrateful at firſt; yer are intended for the Pati- 
ents good, and commonly proves ſo, if well obſerv'd. How | 


can it be a fault in any Gentleman to preſerve his own _ ; 
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and at the ſame time is charitable to his Neighbours, in not 
| permitting them to impov'rith themſclves and Families: if the 
} honeſt Counry-men would wiſely conſider thele Particulars, 
| this unjuſt Calumny will be aſham'd to ſhew its Face at any 
Election. | 
L. My dear Friend! I moſt heartily thank you for the 
| Satisfaction you have given me by your prudent Diſcourſes 
| I hope Sir, I ſhall ever make the right and beſt Uſe of 
them. | 

H. I'm glad at Heart if I have done you the Service I in- 
tended; I have faithfully anſwer'd your ſeveral Objections, 
and you confeſs thole Anſwers are to your Satis fiction. Now, 
give me leave to try your Sincerity, in a few Queſtions. 

Queſt. 1. Will you ever hereafter diſown and reje& the 
Character and Practices of a Low Church-man, State- 
Diſſenter, or Occaſional Conformilt : 

Anſw, I utterly diſown and reje& them; and {do think 
no ſuch Aan fit to bg entruſted in Parliament, notwith- 
ſtanding his empty Pretences of Sobriety and Moderation, 


| raisd againſt the Tacking embers, are friyolous, caulſcleſs, 
malicious and invalid? 
Asxſw. I now think, and am firmly perſwaded they are ſo; 
nothing but Fanatical Tricks new vamp d, on purpoſe to abuſe 
and ſet afide theſe well principled, knowing and experienc d 
States-men, and to get the Office and Power into other 
Aten's Hands, who, (Ten to one) will never deſerve ſuch a 
| Character. | a 
Nveſt- 3. Come then, be as plain as you can, tell me your 
real Opinion of an High-Churchman. 1 
| _ An[w. Why - to ſpeate-che Truth, he is the only Aan fit 
to be catruſted in-Publick Affairs, one who is always ſteady 
sta his Principles, who will neither Trim for Intereſt, — 


1 


Quejt, 2, Do you now apprehend that all the Objections | 
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Byaſs'd for Advantage; who has more Courage than to de- 
ſert a good Cauſe, and more Honeſty than to favour a bad 
One, 4s * ff | 
Aud therefore I here declare my Judgment, upon moſt 
mature and deliberate Conlideration). that tis moſt ſafe, ho- 
neſt and adviſable, for the Free-holders and Freemen in each 
County and Corporation, to look through the Deceir, the 
evil Policy of thoſe Xen, in railing of ſcandalous Reports, 
in oppoſing the Church, in puſhing ſo very hatd for the 
Honour of Goverament, that they even threaten us with a 
Civil War at every Election. My Brethren! Don't by any 
means unite with ſuch en, who, 'tis to be feared, wou'd 
be glad to (ee this Kingdom overſpread with Confuſion, We 
have war enough abroad, why thou'd we be tempted to be 
at odds and variance at home? 

How glorious was the Proſpect ! How delightful the Ap- 
pearance! when the whole County met in the Field, with. - 
out the leaſt Diſpute, Diſagteement, or Oppoſition: *Twas 
then talk'd of as a noble Hark of Honour and Reputation, 
that the Gentlemen and ſubſtantial Freeholders, u ere .o 
happily united, that there was not one harſh ſowre Niſſenater 
open'd his Aouth to ſpoil the Muſick; all unanimouſly agreed 
in the. ſame thing: And muſt we now loſe Our Glory, with 
our molt Ftithful Kepreſentatives? lay them aſide for doing 


well? Can we be ſo void of Prudence, and ſo inconſtant, | 
as to change old Friends for new, and run fo great a ha- 


* zard- of being iad Loſers by our Change ? . 
Come Gentlemen and Neighbours, let us continue Love 
and Frieudihip to cn other; and never give our Enemies 


ur. the Advantage of dividing-us: For, if ever this Church of 


urs is/2gain ruin'd and undone, it will be ſo, by the In- 
Kadvertency and Diſagreement of our own ſelves; our Ene- 4 
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will do all in their Power to pull down the Church 0 


** 


whe: Ae Project: Wh; tho whole. 
bir Doom Bet's then look about 


me may ngt be lat 


act with Steadinels, Refoluriom and egrity in gur ſexe · 
al Poſts; beware of hole that; De in Wr to divide us, be 
ue to the Church Di Government. air | eſtabliſtrd; pre- 
the Publick Good, ang the Satislöcken c an uptighit Con- 

e, before a Private Confierarioth, Eivitity, or Com- 
plement whatloever.. 111 


Hizh-churth; Tpeteeive | epd the Happinets to mile 
One . Contert 55 and do Reartiſy Wilh, this Wen Friendly 
Debate (igtended to ſerve the Publick) may have the hke good 


Effect on all iat need it. | 
If a 19001 . 
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